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Dear Parents & Carers,
Happy New Year!
I do hope that you had a lovely Christmas and New Year and are ready to embrace all the wonderful
things that 2019 has in store. As we start January I can’t help but feeling that the months are going to
fly by and before we know it we will be in the midst of summer! But let’s not get ahead of ourselves
and let us focus on what spring has to offer first!!

Below are important dates you need to be aware of for this half term.
Class Assembly Rota:
Thursday 24.1.19

Year 1

Thursday 31.1.19

Reception

Thursday 7.2.19
Thursday 14.2.19

Year 5
Year 6

Thursday 7.3.19
Thursday 14.3.19

World Book Day
Year 4

Thursday 21.3.19
Thursday 28.3.19

Year 3
Year 2

On arrival at school at 2.45 pm parents will need to sign in and make their way into the hall.
Star/Pupil of the Week Assemblies
The time for this assembly (which takes place on a Friday) has now changed to 2.50pm. We feel this
new time will be more convenient for parents who are invited to attend.
Diary Dates
DIARY DATES JANUARY – END
MARCH 19
9th January 2019 – Wednesday

ACTIVITY

YEAR GROUP

Basketball Tournament

17th January 2019 - Thursday

Pop Lacrosse Tournament (TBC)

21st January 2019 - Monday

Hockey Tournament (TBC)

22nd January 2019 - Tuesday

Key Steps Gymnastics (TBC)

23rd January 2019 - Wednesday

Girls Football Finals

25th January 2019 - Friday

Infant Sports Hall Athletics (TBC)

28th January 2019 - Monday

KS2 Parents Coffee Morning 9.15 am. This is
an opportunity for parents of children in
these year groups to meet informally with
the Head & discuss initiatives in school and
then join their child in class.
FS Parents Coffee Morning 9.15 am.

Y5 & 6 Selected
Teams
Y5 & 6 Selected
Teams
Y5 & 6 selected
Teams
Y1,2,3,4,5,6
selected Teams
Y3 & 4 selected
Teams
Y1 & 2 Selected
teams
Y3,4,5,6

30th January 2019 Wednesday

Nursery &
Reception
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1st February 2019 - Tuesday
5th February 2019 - Tuesday

KS1 Parents Coffee Morning 9.15 am.
Sports Hall Athletics Finals

13th February -

Tri Golf (TBC)

15th February 2019 - Friday
25th February 2019 - Monday
7th March 2019 - Thursday
7th March 2019 - Thursday

School Closes for February Half Term
Children return to school
World Book Day
Football Tournament (TBC)

7th March 2019 - Thursday

Dodgeball Tournament (TBC)

8th March 2019 - Thursday
15th March 2019 - Friday
19th March 2019 - Tuesday
21st March 2019 - Thursday
26th March 2019 - Tuesday
5th April 2019 - Friday
5th April 2019 - Friday
23rd April 2019 – Tuesday

Y3 visit to Liverpool World Museum
INSET Day – school closed to all pupils
Parents Evening
Parents Evening
Disability Tri golf Tournament
Easter Egg & Bonnet Assembly
School Closes for EASTER
Children return to school

Yr1,2
Y5 & 6 Selected
Teams
Y3,4,5 & 6
Selected Teams
All
All
All pupils
Y4 & 5 Selected
teams
Y5 & 6 Selected
tea6s
Y3
All pupils
All classes
All classes
Selected teams
All pupil
All pupils
All pupils

Celebrating our year so far!
Y5 visit Weaver Hall
Last term Y5 ventured to Weaver Hall to learn all about the Vikings.
They met Olaf, who taught them all about the ways in which the Vikings lived, focusing on trading
and war.
Looking at a Viking burial site was great fun and the artefacts found which included a real life Viking
skeleton were well preserved. Making clay Vikings was an enjoyable way to remember the different
things they wore when at war.
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Sergeant Cook visits Y6
On Tuesday the 16th October Sergeant Cook came to visit Year 6 for the afternoon. He came to talk to
them about the lives of soldiers during World War 1 as part of their history topic, and also as part of
the 100 year anniversary since the end of the Great War. He told them about the British Army in
1914 and showed them some of the guns, bullets and other weapons that they used. He also showed
the children the equipment that belonged to a real soldier during the war, they were totally
captivated by what he had to say. He chose a few of the children to come out and demonstrate
things that the soldiers had to do, and experiences they would have had.
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Y6 visit Fiddler’s Ferry Power Station
On Wednesday 26th September Year 6 went on a trip to Fiddler’s Ferry Power Station in Warrington
as part of their Science topic on electricity. They learned a lot about the power station; its history
how it works; and its future. They also learned a lot about renewable energy sources whilst they
were there and completed a variety of practical activities about this, including making their own wind
turbines and hydraulic power station simulations. They had to work together in small groups to make
pylons made from straws and tin foil, and they had to connect these together with electrical wires to
make a bulb light up. In addition to this they were shown the protective clothing that the staff at the
power station have to wear. To end the day they had a tour of the power station and saw many
things up close including the coal, the cooling towers and the pylons. It was a thoroughly enjoyable
day and the children were impeccably behaved!
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Y2 Staircase House
Year 2 had a fantastic time at Staircase House. The focus of our visit was to understand the events of
the Great Fire of London and use this to answer our enquiry question “What should we remember in
the UK?” We were also able to work as historians in many other ways. Through wearing costumes
from the time period and looking at how people lived, the children were able to compare their way
of life with a past time. They also got to know a lot more about Samuel Pepys who is a significant
individual from the past. Retelling the story themselves, in role, was a great way to introduce the
idea of an eyewitness and the need to find historical sources of evidence like Pepys’ diary.

Y3 & Y4 Christmas performance
On Monday 17th December, Year 3 and 4 performed their production ‘Superstar’. As always, the
children raised their voices to sing beautifully and worked extremely hard to learn their lines. The
show had all the necessary elements of a classic nativity with a little humour thrown in for good
measure.
Thank you to all the parents, for their help with costumes and their enthusiastic applause throughout
the performance. It goes without saying, but a huge well done to all the children too. We had lots of
lovely compliments from both parents and other family members saying how much they enjoyed it.
Y4 visit Walker Art Gallery
Last half term Year 4 went to The Walker Art Gallery in Liverpool. Before entering the magnificent
building the children instantly noticed the Greek architecture of the building and referred to the
three columns they had previously learnt about in class. They then got their sketch books out and
had a go at sketching the building.
Once inside the children became detectives. They were given images of art found in the gallery but
with certain parts or information missing. They worked in groups to hunt down the art in the many
rooms of the gallery to find out what the missing piece was and had a go at adding it to their own
image by sketching.
Before heading back to school, the children took part in a workshop and learnt all about how Greek
mythology had inspired many artists through time. They focussed on one particular painting called
‘Atlanta and Meleager’. The children were told all about the trials and tribulations which both
characters had to face. They then got in to characters and took part in drama activities whereby they
had to predict how the story might have ended. The children enjoyed a thoroughly amazing
experience!
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Y1 go on a local walk
Throughout the autumn term, Year 1 explored our school and the local area with the help of The
Naughty Bus – a little red bus who likes to get up to lots of mischief. The Naughty bus took us on lots
of adventures. Towards the end of term, we went on a walk around our local area. We used
compasses and maps to follow a route around the neighbourhood. We explored what we could see
in the North, South, East and West and some of the different geographical features that we could
spot along the way. Towards the end of our walk we carried out a traffic survey and collected the
data which we turned into a pictogram once back in the classroom.

KS1 Christmas Performance
All of the children and staff in KS1 had a fantastic time preparing for our Christmas production of
‘Born in a Barn’. The children worked incredibly hard, learning and rehearsing all of their lines and
routines on the stage. There were many songs to learn for our play too and we had lots of fun singing
these together in our classrooms, on the playground and even while we were getting changed for PE!
Sign language is a really important part of life at Thorn Grove. Mr Chandler helped us all to learn to
sign one of our favourite songs in the play and all of the deaf base staff were particularly impressed
with how beautifully the children performed it. With all our lines, dance routines and songs learnt,
we were ready for the big show. The children looked fantastic in their costumes and put on a
spectacle that we are sure will be remembered for many years. It was a fantastically festive way to
end the term and all the staff in Key Stage 1 would like to say a huge well done to all of the children
for their part in another brilliant performance.
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Nursery
What a busy term! Everybody in Nursery has settled in exceptionally well. This half term they have
been learning about different celebrations that take place during autumn and winter, such as
Halloween, Diwali, Bonfire Night and Christmas. They have also been observing changes that take
place throughout autumn in the world around us.

Some of the children in Nursery have started phonics and have done so well to remember the sounds
they have learnt. We are very impressed with how quickly they have picked up the writing formation
of the letters too!

In Nursery the children have started their Forest School sessions! Miss Freebairn is now a qualified
Forest School Leader so she is hoping to do weekly outdoor sessions for all children in Nursery. The
children have been collecting wood for their future fires, and learning lots of important rules about
keeping safe and looking after our school grounds. We have a few volunteers who are able to help
Nursery on some specific dates which has been very helpful. However, if any parents are available to
volunteer as a Forest School helper on a weekly basis each Wednesday, please do come and speak to
Miss Freebairn in the Nursery. We rely on a higher than usual adult-to-child ratio to conduct Forest
School with younger children and consistency of helpers’ means that Forest School can take place as
a regular, weekly activity.
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Reception
What fantastic first term for our lovely Reception children. They have worked and played really hard.
The children are becoming more independent in their learning and are enjoying learning about lots
of different things. We have retold lots of different stories over the last half term including ‘The
Gruffalo’ and ‘Handas Surprise’. We have worked hard on learning and knowing numbers up to 20
and also naming 2d and 3d shapes.
We created some lovely self-portraits and shared lots of interesting facts about ourselves. We are
trying hard to develop our fine motor skills and have been practising via lots of different fun
activities. We have also been creating dens outside and even went dinosaur spotting! We particularly
enjoyed ‘Dinosaur Week ’which enabled us to learn about changes through time and we talked about
the different dinosaurs that we knew. We read ‘Harry and the bucketful of Dinosaurs’ and had great
fun acting out the stories. We even created a dinosaur ‘Strictly Come Dancing’ area! We used air
drying clay to create our own dinosaurs. We used different skills to manipulate the clay and added
our own design features on it. It was very messy but lots of fun!

Foundation Stage Christmas Performance!
The children have spent a lot of time preparing for their Christmas Performance, ‘Whoops-a-Daisy
Angel’. The children in Nursery and Reception have worked so hard to learn all of the songs, dances
and words for their performance and we are so so proud!
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A hugely successful Autumn Term in Sport and PE
Awards!
In the autumn term we continued to develop great opportunities for children to play sport
competitively and were incredibly happy to be acknowledged for our work in PE and Sport at the
annual Stockport Schools Sports Awards. We were given four awards this year in recognition for our
outstanding work in the following areas:
1. Commitment to High Quality PE and Sport
2. Commitment to High levels of Participation in PE, Sport and Physical Activity
3. Commitment to developing Volunteering and Leadership in PE and Sport
4. Commitment to High levels of Competitive Sport
The PE Team would like to thank pupils, staff and parents for your incredible work in this area; we
simply wouldn’t be able to achieve so much without all your dedication, help and support.

Sports Teams and Events
The first part of the autumn term is always a quiet one with regards to competitive events and
festivals, but our amazing year 3 and 4 Sports hall Athletics Team performed brilliantly to finish
second at the recent event.
The second half of the term was much busier with our Year 5 and 6 Sports hall Athletics Team
stepping on to the track; our Year 3 and 4 football teams playing in their competitions; and our
disability multi skills team representing the school across a variety of disciplines. All teams performed
wonderfully and our Year 3 and 4 girls football team and Year 5 and 6 Sports hall Athletics team have
advanced to the finals of their competitions and will compete at borough level in the spring term.
In the spring term we will be wishing our Year 4 and 5 football, basketball, hockey, lacrosse, tri golf
and gymnastics teams good luck in their competitions and hope to report back more success when
we next go to press.

I look forward to seeing you all over the coming term. In the meantime if you have any queries please
do not hesitate to contact me.
Sue Denford
Headteacher
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