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Dear Parents/Carers
Happy New Year!
I hope you had a lovely festive break and had enough time to relax after the hectic Christmas and
New Year celebrations.
It has been lovely to welcome the children back to school this term with their smiley, happy faces.
The children have come into school smart and eager to learn, which as always is a pleasure to
witness. I know it is only the start of the second week back but we are already striding ahead with
the new term.
Uniform
Please could I remind parents to strictly adhere to the school uniform dress code. There is still a little
confusion as to whether children can wear black trousers or skirts. It is strictly GREY trousers or skirts
only. I also need to insist that it is black school shoes and not black trainers. I greatly appreciate your
co-operation on this point as we are proud of our children’s look. This term children in the wrong
uniform will be sent home, as we have insisted on children wearing the correct uniform for some
time. If you are unsure of the uniform requirements please look at the website for further
information. To support parents in providing the correct uniform the PTA are going to be opening a
second hand uniform shop. This shop will sell at affordable prices uniform that has been donated to
the school or has been left in lost property for a significant length of time.
Maths Curriculum Evening
Mr Godwin will be delivering a maths training event for parents’ on Thursday 11th January. So if you
would like to discover how you can best support your child with their mathematical education, as
they move up through the years, then please come along. The event is open to parents of children in
Reception up to Year 6. The event promises to be fun, engaging, hands on and above all of huge
relevance. We look forward to seeing you there!
Listed below are the key dates for this term: Please note we have moved the second parent evening
of the year to an earlier date so that parents feel more informed of their child’s progress before the
end of the year.

DIARY DATES JANUARY – END
MARCH 18
11th January 2018 - Thursday
11th January 2018 - Thursday
18th January 2018 - Thursday
22nd January 2018 - Monday

23rd January 2018 - Tuesday
23rd January 2018 - Tuesday
24th January 2018 Wednesday
24th January 2018 –
Wednesday

ACTIVITY

YEAR GROUP

Maths Curriculum Evening
Basketball Competition
Lacrosse Competition
KS2 Parents Coffee Morning 9.10 am. This is
an opportunity for parents of children in these
year groups to meet informally with the Head
& discuss initiatives in school and then join
their child in class.
KS1 Parents Coffee Morning 9.10 am.
Key Steps Gymnastics Competition
FS Parents Coffee Morning & Maths workshop
9.10 am.
Football Finals

Reception – Y6
Y5&6
Y5&6
Y3,4,5,6

Yr1,2
Y1,2,3,4 & 6
Nursery &
Reception
Y3 & 4

3
8th February 2018 16th February 2018 - Friday
26th February 2018 - Monday
01st March 2018 - Thursday
01st March 2018 - Thursday
6th March 2018 - Tuesday
8th March 2018 - Thursday
13th March 2018 - Tuesday
15th March 2018 - Thursday
20th March 2018 - Tuesday
21st March 2018 - Wednesday
23rd March 2018 - Friday
29th March 2018 - Thursday
29th March 2018 -Thursday
16th April 2018 – Monday

Tri-golf Tournament
School Closes for February Half Term
Children return to school
World Book Day
Team up Netball League
Football Tournament
Dodgeball Tournament
Netball Tournament
Parents Meeting for Robinwood Residential
6.00 – 7.00 pm
Parents Evening
Parents Evening
Sports Relief
Easter Egg & Bonnet Assembly
School Closes for EASTER
Children return to school

KS2
All
All
All pupils
Y5 & 6
Y4 & 5
Y5 & 6
Y5 & 6
Y6 parents
All classes
All classes
All pupils
All pupil
All pupils
All pupils

Class Assembly Rota Spring Term 2018
Date

Year Group

Thursday 18.1.18
Thursday 25.1.18
Thursday1.2.18
Thursday 8.2.18
Thursday 15.2.18
Thursday 1.3.18
Thursday 8.3.18
Thursday 15.3.18
Thursday 22.3.18

Year 6
Year 4
Year 3
Year 1
Year 2
Reception
Year 6
Year 5
Year 4

Finally, here is a little reminder of some of the lovely events that took place last half term!
Foundation Stage
The autumn term had been a busy one in Nursery! The children went on an autumn walk, collecting
leaves and using them to create leafy hedgehog pictures. They sorted the leaves by colour and
talked about why trees lose their leaves in the autumn.
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Nursery and Reception also loved performing for their Christmas performances. The children did
amazingly well learning their songs and they were so brave standing on the stage for the school
dress rehearsal and the parent performances! Thank you to Ethan and Niamh for designing the
programmes.
And a special thank you to parents for providing costumes and for being back up singing support
throughout the performances.

Year 3

Following on from Year 3’s successful Stone Age workshop in Autumn 1, the children were given the
option to produce a project piece over half term. The amount of time and effort that must have
gone in to these pieces is obvious to see. The children shared them with their class and they were
displayed for a few weeks this term. We can’t wait to see what they come up with when we launch
the next project piece, over the February half term.
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Year 5

Weaver Hall
In October year 5 embarked on an incredible experience – to meet a Viking and a real life
archaeologist. The day entailed learning all about the Anglo-Saxons by identifying and working with
artefacts and exploring what these told us about life in those times. One member of the class had to
pretend to be a deceased Anglo-Saxon whilst the other children explored the artefacts which had
been buried with them. The purpose of this was to understand the clues which archaeologists work
with and how they interpret the past.
In addition to all of this the children of year 5 were able to experience the wonders of Olaf’s house.
Olaf is a Viking and he taught us all about day to day life in Viking times and what the different roles
were for different people in the Viking period. The children learnt about weaving, food, games and
employment. However, of most interest were the battle tactics and the dressing up as Viking
warriors. A fabulous day had by all.
Year 6

Fiddler’s Ferry Power Station
On Wednesday 8th November Year 6 went on a trip to Fiddler’s Ferry Power Station in Warrington as
part of their Science topic, electricity. They learned a lot about the power station; its history, how it
works and its future. They also learned a lot about renewable energy sources whilst they were there
and completed a variety of practical activities about this, including making their own wind turbines
and hydraulic power station simulations. They had to work together in small groups to make pylons
made from straws and tin foil and they had to connect these together with electrical wires to make a
bulb light up. In addition to this they were shown the protective clothing that the staff at the power
station have to wear. To end the day they had a tour of the power station and saw many things up
close including the coal, the cooling towers and the pylons. It was a thoroughly enjoyable day and
the children were impeccably behaved!
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The visit of Colour Sergeant Cooke from the Manchester Regiment
Year 6 have been studying how British Conflict has affected the people
of Manchester and were very lucky to receive a visit from Colour
Sergeant Cooke a soldier from the Manchester Regiment who fought
in the First World War.
Sergeant Cooke, brought with him: authentic rifles, bayonets,
gasmasks and other equipment a world war one ‘Tommy’ would have
used (All courtesy of the
Manchester Regiment Museum
in Ashton) and the children were
thrilled to dress up in the
equipment and hear the stories
of what it was like for the men and lads of Manchester to go
and fight in one of the most horrendous conflicts in British
history.
Sergeant Cooke stayed for two hours and the children
bombarded him with questions and pressed him for
information, however this was still not enough and the groans
of disappointment when he had to leave were huge. Year six
had a superb time and they used their new found information
to produce excellent history work
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Sports News

A ‘dodgy’ performance brings success
After a busy day at Thorn Grove, the dodge ball squads amassed at school looking refreshed and
raring to go to represent school at this evening’s dodge ball tournament.
This upbeat attitude filtered into their performances as they: dodged, ducked and dived across the
court in pursuit of victory.
The results were stunning – especially as this was the first opportunity for many of them to play
competitive dodge ball.
The A Team finished runners up in their division
The B Team finished third in their division
The C Team finished fourth in their division
The performances were amazing and we can’t wait to go and compete at the next competition later
in the school year.
Here is our brilliant squad

Thorn Grove ‘net’ a fantastic result
Our fantastic net ballers attended the Stockport ‘Team Up’ event at Stockport Academy.
We fielded two teams chosen from our year five and six classes. Both teams played amazingly and
arrived at the final game ( a clash between them) with unbeaten records.
As the light faded over Stockport, both teams battled to exert their supremacy. However, defensive
resistance won the day and the contest ended in a draw.
When the league positions were calculated the ‘ A’ team topped the standings by virtue of a greater
goal difference with our ‘B’ team an incredibly close runner up.
A huge thanks must go to Mrs McEvoy and Mrs Bodley, who helped Miss Freebairn organise the
teams.
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A special congratulation must go to Louis and Macy who also won Spirit of the Games awards.

Hockey Team Sticks with it
On an incredibly cold night our year 5 and 6 hockey squad stepped onto the icy turf at Bramhall High
School.
Frosted breath and cold fingers didn’t lower spirits and both teams and the children approached the
competition with gusto and commitment. However, they faced incredibly strong experienced
opposition and found the going tough in some of the games. However, their spirits never dropped
and they improved with every push, flick and dribble. A true ‘Growth Mindset’ attitude was
displayed and our year 6 team managed to put together a run of results that saw them qualify for
the Stockport finals. Unfortunately, for our Year 5 team, who narrowly missed out on victories and
qualification, they will have to return next year to see if they can take one step further.
Here are our brilliant squads
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Y6 attend the launch of their book at Marple Library!

Last year, year 5 (our current Y6’s) took part in a once in a lifetime experience. They were able to
work with an author and illustrator and publish a book. The book was an information text all about
the life and times of Samuel Oldknow, a rich industrialist who lived and worked in Marple. The
children had to complete descriptions about Oldknow, write poetry based on his life and develop art
based on the work he did for the people who lived in the area. The pupils work was used by the
author and put together to produce the final book.
In the 1st week of November, year 6 attended Marple Library for the official book launch, where each
author received a free copy of their book. The children were very proud of their efforts and found
the whole event totally inspiring!

Maths challenge
Each year, Explore Learning host the National Mathematical Challenge. Year 6 children from across
the country are invited to take part in teams of 4. This year, Thorn Grove entered a team which
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consisted of Louis, Tommy, Rebecca and Leah. The team took part in the 1st round where they were
judged on mathematical skill and accuracy as well as the way in which they worked together as a
team. Incredibly, Thorn Grove made it through the 1st round and qualified for the semi-finals.
The challenge level in the semi-final was much higher and even though the team performed
incredibly well, unfortunately we did not qualify for the final. What we did discover though was that
the team received the highest possible marks for team-work and effort. Well done to all four
children who took part.
The Junior Choir Festival

Thorn Grove Choir took part in ‘The Junior Choir Festival’ which was a spectacular event held at St
George’s Church. The children from the choir had been rehearsing for weeks to prepare for the
special Christmas event and sang beautifully alongside many other schools from Stockport. There
were many special guests on the evening, including Stockport’s Mayor. The children were splendid
and Miss Nuttall (choir director) was extremely proud of all the children’s efforts. Miss Nuttall is
looking forward to continue the choir in the New Year with future events lined up for them.

Mr Cooper’s retirement assembly
Thank you to all the parents that attended Mr Cooper’s retirement assembly. Mr Cooper found the whole
assembly very moving and was very touched by the generosity of staff, parents and governors with the
presents he received. He has asked me to pass on a very big thank you to all the Thorn Grove community that
has made his time at the school so special and memorable over the 30 years of his service with our school.
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I hope you have enjoyed reading this terms newsletter. Please do not hesitate to contact the school if you have
any further issues or queries.
I look forward to seeing you all soon.

Sue Denford
Headteacher

