
English 

This half term our Talk for Writing unit will be  
stories with a warning and the focus will be 
adding suspense. Children will be exposed to 
many different stories with warnings and how 
writers use certain techniques to add tension 
and suspense.  

We have started the unit by exploring the 
poem ‘The Raven’ by Edgar Allen Poe. Children 
really enjoyed the scary element of the poem 
and identified many features from the poem 
which set a certain tone/mood.  

We will then learn the story ‘The Caravan’ 
written by Pie Corbett. We will generate a 
toolkit which children will aim to include within 
their own warning tales such as;  use of  
rhetorical questions to make the reader 
worried, use of empty words to hide the 
threat, selecting powerful verbs and using 
dramatic connectives.  

Mathematical world 
In Maths this half term we will be focusing 
on the following:   
 
•Fractions – finding a fraction of a whole 
number  
•Equivalent fractions  
•Adding and subtracting fractions  
•Geometry – Position and direction  
•Area- finding the area of a shape 
•Roman numerals 

Knowledge & Understanding of the world 

Science 
In our science lessons this half term, we will be 
carrying on with our topic, ‘Animals including 
Humans’. We will be looking at the human 
digestive system and comparing human teeth 
with animal teeth. 
 
We will then move on to ‘All Living Things’ in 
which we will look at environments, habitats 
and humans’ effect on them, for example 
deforestation and climate change. 

Geography 
During this half term we will be looking at 
Europe. Our key questions are; what are the 
human and physical characteristics of 
countries in Europe and how do they differ 
(it at all) to the UK? 
Any practising of European countries and 
capital cities at home would be good! 

PSHE 

This half term we will be looking at 
relationships. We will be continuing with 
our weekly circle times with a focus on 
growth mind-set.  

PE 

Our outdoor P.E we will be focussing on 
cricket and children will work on 
improving their skills in fielding and 
striking.  

Our indoor P.E sessions will be 
Cheerleading. The children will learn 
different positions and moves which they 
will combine to perform a class routine. 
Children will develop flexibility, strength, 
technique, control and balance. Art 

 
In art, Year 4 will be looking at Roman 
mosaics. We will first study the work of 
Gaudi, and then create our own mosaics 
using printing, inspired by his use of light 
and colour. 

Computing 
 
In computing, Year 4 will be looking at how 
to record the weather using Excel 
spreadsheets and a weather station. Then, 
we will be recording our final weather 
forecasts. 



Dear Parents, 
Happy New Year to you all. I would just like to thank you for your generosity 
over the Christmas period, the party food and food technology ingredients, the 
lovely Christmas cards and the generous gifts. It was really appreciated. We have 
made a terrific start to 2020 and the children have all come back eager to learn.  
 
A few reminders and changes : 
 
Spellings will be handed out weekly on a Monday and tested the following week. 
It is important that the children can identify the spelling rule/ sound, as most 
weeks there will be 3 unseen words in the spelling test that follow the given rule. 
 
Homework is set on a Monday and due in the following Monday. There will 
usually be 2 MyMaths tasks set and a piece of English homework. If there are 
any problems accessing MyMaths or any other online programme just let me 
know.  
 
It would be greatly appreciated if you could encourage children to use TT 
Rockstars to practise their times tables as this site is inline with our tests and will 
really help children when it comes to class testing.  For children on Platinum level, 
as discussed with some parents at parent’s evening, I have made a pack to aid 
children with this level as it does not appear on TT Rockstars online. If your child 
does not already have this and would like one, just ask! 
 
P.E takes place on a  Tuesday and Wednesday . Swimming will not take place 
this half term. Instead, the children will be taught Cheerleading with Hannah. Our 
outdoor P.E sessions will take place on a Wednesday afternoon. Can I remind you 
all to send in either a black, grey or navy tracksuit for the outdoor session as the 
children should not be wearing their coats for PE if they are cold.  
 
Please feel free to contact me if you require any further information or have any 
questions.  
Thank you and I look forward to another successful term,  
 
Miss Hart 
 
 
 
 
  


