
September 2019 
Nursery Newsletter – Autumn Term 1 

Dear parents / Carers, 
Happy new school year! Welcome to Thorn Grove Nursery – and welcome back to those of you who joined us last year. I hope you all had a restful summer 
break and enjoyed the sun while it lasted! Below you will find an overview of this half-term and what will be going on in the Nursery. 

 
Hello and Welcome to new friends 

This half-term we will be welcoming lots of new children to the 
Nursery. They will be joining the Beginning, End or Full Week 

groups on a staggered entry basis as we like to provide a 
smooth transition into the Nursery for all children.  We are very 
happy to have new children start at the Nursery and we look 
forward to seeing all the learning that takes place! Parents, if 

you have any questions or queries, please do not hesitate to pop 
in and see the nursery staff as they are always around after 

school. 
 

 
All About Me 

Our topic this half term is ‘All About Me’. Whilst the new 
children are settling in, we will be getting to know each other: 
learning all about the things that we like and how we feel. The 

children will be painting self-portraits which you will soon see on 
display outside the classroom door. We will be talking about our 
feelings and what it means to be kind to one another. ‘All About 

Me’ focuses predominantly on building Personal, Social and 
Emotional skills: building self-confidence, making relationships, 

and how to manage feelings and behaviour. 
 

 
Listening Skills 

During the Autumn Term we will be helping the children to 
develop their listening skills. Not only does this help to build 

their attention span in order to be able to listen and join in with 
group activities, but it also prepares the children for starting 
phonics later in the school year. We will do lots of activities 
which teach the children how to distinguish between different 

kinds of sounds: Which animal makes which noise? Which 
instrument sounds the loudest? How can we change sounds so 

that they sound different? 
 

 
Maths 

As the children begin at Nursery, we will be establishing early 
number skills such as reciting numbers in the correct order from 

1 to 5 and then 1 to 10. This will be done through number 
songs and lots of simple counting. We will count everything – 
from how many apples there are on the snack table to how 

many children are sitting on the carpet! You can do the same at 
home – encourage your child’s counting by modelling it to them 

during daily tasks. 
 

 
Literacy 

One of our main focuses this half-term will be learning about our 
names! First will come name recognition, which the children will 
learn through daily exposure to their individual name cards. We 
will then move onto learning about what the letters in our name 
look like – using our fingers, paintbrushes, pens and other things 
to trace their shape. This will lead to the children being able to 
copy their names independently later in the year. In terms of 

stories, we will be reading lots of stories about starting school, 
making friends, being kind and we will also start to read lots of 

Autumn stories! 
 

 
Information for Parents 

We would like to thank both new and existing parents for being 
so patient and cooperative during the first few weeks of the 
term. The settling-in period can be a bit unusual whilst we 

establish our normal routines with the new children.  

If your child has not yet brought in their ‘All About Me’ collage 
to display on the wall in the classroom, then there is still time! 
Your child’s collage might include family photos, information 

about their favourite colour, games, TV shows etc. This helps us 
adults to make the child feel comfortable, and it also means we 

can encourage the children to talk about familiar interests. 
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