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Dear Parents/Carers
I hope you enjoyed a lovely Easter break! The weather was truly amazing; it really felt like summer had arrived
early!
The children loved their time off school but now they are back they seem very keen and eager to get on with their
studies. Such enthusiasm and positivity makes it a real pleasure for all the staff to start the summer term on such a
positive note.
This terms newsletter will provide you with important diary dates and a glimpse into what has been happening
across the school.
CLASS ASSEMBLIES
Assembly starts at 2.55pm. Parents are welcome into the hall from 2.50p.m. (no earlier please).
The assembly dates are as follows:

Year Group
Y6

9/5/19

Date

Y5

16/5/19

No assembly due to polling

23/5/19

Y4

13/6/19

Y3

20/6/19

Y2

27/6/19

Y1

4/7/19

On arrival at school parents will need to sign in before they make their way into the hall.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY TO END OF TERM – JULY 2019
DIARY DATES
April to July 2019
Tuesday 23rd April 2019
Thursday 2nd May 2019
Friday 3rd May (1st May for Nursery)
Monday 6th May
Friday 10th May (8th May for
Nursery)
Monday 13th – Thursday 16th May
Friday 17th May (15th May for
Nursery)
Friday 24th May
Monday 10th June
Wednesday 12th June
Friday 14th June (11th & 13th–
Nursery)

ACTIVITY

YEAR
GROUP

Children return to school
Polling Day – school open
PTA Non Uniform Day - Bottles
Bank holiday – school closed
PTA Non Uniform Day - Hampers

All pupils

Year 6 SATS Week
PTA Non Uniform Day – Lucky dip Jars

Y6

School closes for Whit Holiday

All pupils

Children return to school
Year 6 Visit to Manchester Museum
PTA Non Uniform Day – summer stall

All pupils
Y6
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All pupils

Monday 17th June
Wednesday 19th June
Monday 24th June
Tuesday 25th June 5.30 p.m.
Friday 28th June (26th for Nursery)
Saturday 29th June
Thursday 4th July
Friday 5th July
Wednesday 10th July
Friday 12th July 6.30 p.m.
Wednesday 17th to Friday 19th July
Monday 22nd and Tuesday 23rd July
Tuesday 23rd July 3.15 p.m.
Friday 27th July

KS1 Open Morning 9.15 a.m.
Class photographs
KS2 Open Morning 9.15 a.m.
Nursery and Reception new starters parents meeting
PTA Non Uniform Day – cakes (KS1) chocolate (KS2)
PTA Summer Fair 12 pm – 2 pm
Year 1 visit to Macclesfield Forest
Sports Day –KS2 (morning) KS1 & EYFS (afternoon)
EYFS Picnic
Year 6 Leavers Production and disco
Year 6 - Robinwood
Children visiting new classes for September
Opportunity for parents to meet new class teachers.
School closes for summer holiday

Y1 & 2
Y3,4,5,6

Y1
N&R
Y6
Y6

All pupils

EVENTS IN SCHOOL
Easter Assembly
The Vicar Janet Bacon led our Easter assembly. It was a real pleasure having Janet in to share with children the
importance of Easter and why Christians celebrate this event. The children listened with interest and sang two lovely
up beat Easter songs.
Easter competition winners
It was lovely to see so many children take part in the competition. This year we had a record number of entries and
the efforts children went to were astounding!
The winners of the Easter egg competition – Judged by Teaching Assistants
Winner
Nursery/Reception:

Runner up

Luka - Reception

Maise - Nursery

Year 1/Year 2

Anna – Y1

Emelia – Y2
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Year 3/ Year 4

Poppy – Y4

Faye – Y3

Year 5/ Year 6

Hannah & Mia – Y6
Dylan – Y5

A huge thank you to all the children that took part there were lots of inspiring entries below are just a few more
examples.

Easter Hat Competition winners were:
Reception:

Emily & Orla

Year 1

Year 2

Ryan & Lenny

Lily & Emelia
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A big thank you to all the children who took part in the Easter bonnet parade! The hats were judged by the office
staff.

Nursery

Nursery have enjoyed their first ever PE sessions
with Mrs McKeever. We have been learning to
follow instructions, how to stop and start, and
how to travel in different ways. We are looking
forward to continuing our sessions in the Summer
Term!

During the spring term the children have been
perfecting their name-writing skills! Some of us
have tricky names to learn. Don’t you think we
are doing a fantastic job?
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World Book Day 2019
Nursery had a visit from Year 4! The children shared their favourite stories with one another. Nursery then read their
new story ‘The Magic Porridge Pot’ to all the Year 4 children using our latest story map. In the afternoon, Nursery
and Reception had a visit from a Mystery Reader: Georgie the dog! Mrs White read a story about Georgie to all the
children and everyone had a chance to say hello!

Forest Schools
Some of the Nursery children have been enjoying forest school sessions again with some warmer weather! We have been learning the
rules of the fire circle, building fairy houses and searching for the Gruffalo in the Grove. Sessions will continue on Thursdays – so make
sure the children have wellies and waterproofs in school in case of spring showers!
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Nursery went on their first trip with Reception to ‘Imagine That’ in Liverpool. What an
incredible day! We made our very own bath bombs, slime and fridge magnets. We watched
a Science show where we were shown how to make a real volcano and a rocket! And we
were then allowed to explore the miniature role-play world where we played at being
shopkeepers, hairdressers, vets, archaeologists and more! Thank you to all of our parent
helpers who joined us on the day.

Reception loved ‘Imagine That’ too!
We had a fantastic time too! We enjoyed digging for dinosaur bones in the sand area, painting fridge magnets,
making slime, playing in the role play areas and even making a volcano erupt! We explored how to make bubbles
and even tried to stand in a bubble. We also painted a car! It was very exciting!
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We have also enjoyed our topic on ‘People who help us’. We linked this in with Superheroes and we made our own
Superhero out of potatoes! We had so much fun designing them!

Year 2 Attend a singing session at Hursthead Infant School
The Year 2 took part in a music festival at Hursthead called ‘The Litter Muncher’. The theme of the musical was
around keeping our community spaces clean and tidy and everyone playing their part no matter how small. The
theme fitted in perfectly with our School Council theme of keeping our school tidy as well as linking to our writing
unit on warning stories based around the Lorax where the character learns a lesson to treat the environment with
care.
Some of our children had speaking parts which required them to perform on stage. Although the children were
nervous, this helped the children to develop their speaking and listening skills, the ability to project their voices and
focus on intonation. The children learnt all the songs off by heart over a number of weeks and delivered a sterling
performance. They were also lucky enough to present their performance to the whole school and parents in our
class assembly.

Year 3 Visit the Liverpool World Museum
Year 3 had a fantastic time at The Liverpool World Museum to support their work on Ancient Egyptians. They took
part in a mummification workshop in the morning, where they learnt how and why the Egyptians used
mummification. Elliot was particularly enthusiastic, while taking the ‘brains’ out with the hook.
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Next, we did a tour of the Egyptian gallery, where the children came face to face with real mummies and other
ancient artefacts. This set them up well, for the workshop, after lunch. During this session, the children had to use
the historical clues to identify the artefacts on the different tables. They had to wear the gloves, so the oils from
their hands didn’t damage the artefacts they were handling. A lot of fun was had by all and they learnt a fair bit too!

Year 5 explore the concept of Forces
Last term in Year 5 we focused, in science, on forces.
It was a really practical terms work with various experiments testing air resistance, gravity and friction. At the end of
the term we used all of our knowledge and understanding about water resistance to design, make and test our very
own boats. We have to consider; buoyancy, permeability, shape, size and mass and some of us used our knowledge
of air resistance to assist our boats.
We made predictions as to which boat design would be most effective… but we were surprised by the results! Here
are a few of our designs.
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In our PE sessions we really enjoyed being coached by Hannah for cheerleading.
Over the course of the term we learned how to complete: a waist elevator, a dead man lift, different tumbles and
stunts. We now have a full routine and look forward to sharing it in our next class assembly.
A measure of how much we loved it:
Elizabeth
‘I liked learning the stunts because it was fun to lift up other people.’
Henry
‘My favourite session was learning the dead man lift because it was a test of strength and you had to use all of your
muscles.’
Libby
‘I really enjoyed the warm up games because they were fun and helped to get us prepared and strong for the lifts.’

Year 6 Workshop on Evolution and Inheritance
On Wednesday 27th February, Darren Birchall came into Year 6 for the day to run some workshops on evolution and
inheritance. In the morning, there was an interactive presentation where lots of the children helped to demonstrate
the concept of evolution. The children then took part in a PE session which highlighted to them the unique
movement capabilities of human beings. In the afternoon, Y6 engaged in an interactive fossils workshop where they
had to complete a range of tasks using Mr Birchall’s vast fossil collection. It was a really fun and informative day!
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Sporting News!
Golfers perform above ‘par’
Just before the holidays, the Year 3/4 and 5/6 golf teams took part in the Stockport finals. The standard of golf and
the putting and chipping skills on display were excellent and it was difficult to see how any team would lose points.
Both of the Thorn Grove teams performed amazingly and showed how their skills had improved massively from the
first round.
The Year 5/6 Team were very close to being victorious and finished runners up, but the Year 3/4 team went one step
further winning the competition and being crowned champions.
The Year 3/4 Team will now move on to represent Stockport in the Summer Greater Manchester Games later in the
year.

Year 3 & 4 Gymnasts represent Stockport at the Greater Manchester Games
On the 12th March, our talented Year 3 & 4 gymnastics team competed in the Greater Manchester Games. The
games happen twice a year and the best teams in each of the nine Greater Manchester boroughs take part; we were
representing Stockport after winning the borough competition.
Our excited and slightly nervous gymnasts boarded the minibus ready to travel to the opening ceremony, which was
held at the Sport City Stadium in Manchester.
When we arrived, we were seated with all the other competitors, VIPs and supporters in the stadium and watched
an amazing opening ceremony. Members of our team took part in the dancing and singing and thoroughly enjoyed
themselves.
The final act of the opening ceremony was to ‘cut the ribbon’ to officially open the games. This was done by Kelly
Massey an Olympic Bronze medallist and 400m Athlete.
The team then travelled to the gymnastics venue to begin their competition alongside Beth Tweddle (former GB
Olympic medallist) and her team of coaches.
This is the first time the school has represented at this level and the standard was incredibly high with a huge
number of very strong gymnasts and teams in every age group. The squad, although very nervous, remembered
their routines brilliantly and performed with dynamism, poise and bravery (especially on the vault).
The team finished in 5th place, narrowly missing out on a bronze medal (there was only a very small difference in
overall points scores separating the first five teams) which means they are are officially the 5th best them in the
whole of Greater Manchester.
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In addition to this, Alys in Year 3 was awarded the 3rd best gymnast overall in the whole competition.
The team represented the school magnificently and showed how dedicated and focused they were throughout the
day. We are very, very proud of them and special mention must go to Mrs Mansfield, for her help during the day and
the parents who came to support.
Here is a picture of our amazing squad

In other sporting News, our Netball and Dodgeball teams also qualified for the Stockport Legacy Games, which is the
qualifying event for the Greater Manchester Games in these sports.
In the summer term we will be looking forward to hearing about how our, rounders cricket and Year 5 and 6 Football
Squads perform.

I hope you have enjoyed reading through this terms newsletter and I look forward to seeing you at the events listed
in the diary.
Yours faithfully
Sue Denford
Mrs S Denford
Headteacher
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