
Literacy 

This half term our Talk for Writing unit will be  
stories with a warning and the focus will be adding 
suspense. Children will be exposed to many 
different stories with warnings and how writers use 
certain techniques to add tension and suspense.  

We have started the unit by exploring the poem 
‘The Raven’ by Edgar Allen Poe. Children really 
enjoyed the scary element of the poem and 
identified many features from the poem which set 
a certain tone/mood.  

We will then learn the story ‘The Caravan’ written 
by Pie Corbett. We will then generate a toolkit 
which children will aim to include within their own 
warning tales such as;  use of  rhetorical questions 
to make the reader worried, use of empty words to 
hide the threat, selecting powerful verbs  and using 
dramatic connectives.  

Mathematical world 
In Maths this half term we will be focusing 
on the following:   
 
•Fractions – finding a fraction of a whole 
number  
•Equivalent fractions  
•Adding and subtracting fractions  
•Geometry – Position and direction  
•Area- finding the area of a shape.  
•Time- the more practise at home would be 
greatly appreciated.  

Knowledge & Understanding of the world 

Science 
In our science lessons this half term, we will be 
studying the states of matter.  
•We will compare and group materials together 
according to whether they are solids, liquids or 
gases.  
•Observe that some materials change state 
when they are heated or cooled. 
• identify the part played by evaporation and 
condensation in the water cycle. 
 

History and Geography 

 
During this half term our topic will focus on The 
Romans. Our key question is: How did the 
Romans spread over Europe and what impact 
did this have on Britain?  
 
We will look at: 
• Which countries the Romans invaded  
• How the Roman Empire became so powerful  
• Inventions of the Romans such as roads and 

aqueducts 
• Hadrian's wall and Boudicca’s rebellion  

PSHE 

We will be continuing with our weekly 
circle times in PSHE and this half term our 
circles will focus on the aspects growth 
mind-set.  

The Physical World 

Our outdoor P.E we will be focussing on 
cricket. This will be provided by The Cheshire 
cricket development team and children will 
work on improving their skills in fielding and 
striking.  

Our indoor P.E sessions will be on 
Gymnastics. The children will learn how to 
compare performances and demonstrate 
improvement to achieve their personal best. 
Children will develop flexibility, strength, 
technique, control and balances. 

Computing 
 
In computing Year 4 will be focussing online 
safety. In this unit, children learn about 
preventing and dealing with cyber bullying; how 
to use search engines efficiently; how to avoid 
plagiarism online; and how to be a good digital 
citizen. The unit will end with children applying 
their new knowledge to design a character to be 
displayed around school to promote online 
safety.    

Music  
This half term our music sessions will take place on 
a Friday afternoon .As well as learning to sing, play, 
improvise and compose with the well known song 
Mamma Mia, children will listen and appraise more 
ABBA hits. 



Information & reminders for parents:  
 
Dear Parents, 
Happy New Year to you all. I would just like to thank you for your 
generosity over the Christmas period, the party food, the wonderful 
Christmas cards and the generous gifts. It was really appreciated. We 
have made a terrific start to 2019 and the children have all come back 
eager to learn.  
 
A few reminders and changes : 
Spellings will be handed out weekly on a Monday and tested the 
following week . As mentioned to a few parents at parents’ evening, 
children who struggle with their spellings or the rule that week can 
spend some time with me during lunch to go over again. 
 
Homework is set on a Monday and due in the following Monday.  There 
will be a piece of numeracy and a piece of literacy homework each week. 
On occasions maths will be set on My Maths. If there are any problems 
accessing the site just let me know.  
We are really trying to learn our times table facts in year 4 and children 
are now tested  three times a week on a Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday. It would be greatly appreciated if you could encourage children 
to use the TT Rockstars to practise their times tables as this site is inline 
with our tests and will really help children when it comes to class 
testing.  
 
P.E now takes place on a  Tuesday and Wednesday . We have been 
given three sessions of swimming for this half term. Our last swimming 
session will be the 23rd January. After this, our outdoor P.E sessions will 
take place on a Wednesday afternoon. Can I remind you all to send in 
either a black, grey or navy tracksuit for the Wednesday session as the 
weather is getting colder and those children in T-shirts will find it very 
cold outside.  
 
Please feel free to contact me if you require any further information or 
have any questions.  
Thank you,  
 
Miss Nuttall  
 
 
 
 
  


