
The World of Words  

During this half term all of our literacy work will be 
done through the enchanted story of  The Magic 
Faraway Tree. Many of the children are rather 
excited and have already started to read the book 
before hand.  

Throughout the unit our focus will be on how to 
effectively describe settings of new places. We will 
learn certain tools which allow the reader to build an 
image in their minds. The children will learn how to 
use expanded noun phrases, certain figurative 
language to develop description such as similes and 
metaphors and much more. The class will also work 
on apostrophes for possession (this is one of the class 
targets) for singular and plural nouns.  

We then move on to Non fiction writing, still using 
the theme of The Magic Faraway Tree, the children 
will write information texts in the style of a tourist 
guide. The children will choose a land from the 
possible lands at the top of the tree or one of their 
own and create a tour guide for it. Our focus will be 
on how to use organisational devices to create 
cohesion in their writing.  

Mathematical world 

In Maths this half term we will be focussing on the 
following:  

•Place value including negative numbers 

•Addition and subtraction - adding and subtracting 
numbers with up to four digits using written 
columnar methods and estimating and using inverse 
operations to check our answers to calculations  

•Geometry, focussing on 2D shapes  

•Time- reading, writing and converting time 
between analogue and digital clocks   

It would be really helpful if you could practise 
telling the time on digital and analogue clocks with 
the children.  

Knowledge & Understanding of the world 

Science 
In our science lessons this half term, we will be 
studying  ‘All living things’.  We will start our 
science lessons looking at habitats focussing on 
how animals and plants adapt to live in certain 
conditions. The children will start to recognise 
that environments can change and this 
sometimes poses dangers to living things.  
We will focus on how to compare animals in a 
variety of ways and learn how to construct food 
chains.  
 

Topic 

This term in topic we will be studying Ancient 
Greece. We will be specifically looking at 
‘What makes the Ancient Greeks heroes?’ and 
focussing on the life, achievements and their 
influences on the western world.  

Within our Art and DT lessons, we will be 
looking at the famous architecture from 
Ancient Greece. We will be exploring the great 
artist and designers through history and using 
some of the fabulous inventions to create our 
own.  

Any research, books or pictures that they find 
at home will always be greatly received in the 
class.  

PSHE 

Our PSHE this term is all about New Beginnings. We have 
had a positive start discussing the expectations in Year 4 and 
how we need to maintain these high standards to sustain a 
safe and happy learning environment. As you know, I am new 
to the school so ‘New Beginnings’ fits in perfectly, not only for 
the children but for myself included.  

During our sessions, we will be understanding feelings relating 
to difference, responsibility and coping with new challenges.  

In our computing sessions, we will be working on internet 
safety and what we can do to make sure we stay safe online.  

The Physical World 

We have a very exciting start to our 
P.E sessions this year, as year 4 have 
Hannah the cheerleading coach from 
Team Spirit working with them for 
four sessions. We will hopefully learn 
a routine and share this with you 
during our next class assembly.  

During our outdoor PE sessions this 
half term, we will be working on 
Netball. We will be using different 
types of invasion games and 
strategies building our skills in 
throwing and catching in isolation and 
combination.  

As you are already aware, swimming 
has started. Swimming sessions will be 
every Tuesday morning running right 
up until December.  



Information & reminders for parents:  
 
Dear Parents, 
 
Firstly, I would like to thank you. The children all came to school 
dressed smartly ready and raring for the new term. All children have 
settled in well to year 4 and have made a promising start.  
 
The routines for this year have already started. Outdoor P.E will be 
on a Wednesday afternoon and swimming is on a Tuesday morning. 
For the first four weeks from 12th September our P.E sessions will be 
on a Thursday afternoon for our Cheerleading session and then it will 
move back to a Wednesday.  For PE children will need to wear black 
shorts and a Thorn Grove T-shirt. Please send trainers and either 
black, blue or grey tracksuit for outdoor PE, especially as winter will 
soon be here! All jewellery is removed for PE.  
 
Literacy, Maths and Spelling homework will be given out on a 
Monday and returned the following Monday. Spelling tests will be 
held on a Monday too. You should have received a My Maths login 
for Maths homework. Their first challenge is waiting for them. If you 
have any problems with your login or computer access just let me 
know and we will make alternative arrangements.  
 
If you need to contact me and can not catch me before or after 
school you can always write me a note in their homework book or 
reading journals. Children will be sent home with a reading scheme 
book, which is at their reading ability and a Reading passport book 
to read for pleasure. One of my favourite quotes from Dr.Seuss is: 
 
         “The more that you read, the more things you know. 
          The more that you learn, the more places you’ll go.”   
 
I am really looking forward to working alongside you all in order to 
support your children and help them get the most out of their 
learning.  
 
Kind regards, 
Miss Nuttall  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


